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MIKE BATT
‘THE MIKE BATT ARCHIVE SERIES’
UK Release May 4th
On Dramatico

To mark Mike Batt’s 40th year in the music industry, Dramatico releases ‘The Mike Batt Archive Series’.  These six albums, originally released between 1977 and 1995, are paired as three double album sets: 
‘Schizophonia’ (1977)/ ‘Tarot Suite’ (1979)

‘Waves’ (1980) / ‘Six Days in Berlin’ (1981)

‘Songs Of Love & War’ (1988) / ‘Arabesque’ (1995)
Mike Batt has enjoyed an extraordinarily diverse and successful career in the music industry. One of Britain's best-known songwriter/composers, Mike has also excelled as a producer, conductor and, more recently, manager and chairman of the record company Dramatico (Katie Melua, Marianne Faithfull, Carla Bruni) and also deputy chairman of the BPI. Whilst his own work as a recording artist may have been overshadowed by the success he has enabled for others Mike has in fact sold hundreds of thousands of albums around the world in the 70s, 80s and 90s as a signed artist to Epic, for who he made six solo albums. These six albums are now re-issued by Mike’s own label Dramatico.
‘Schizophonia’, Mike Batt’s first solo album, was released in July, 1977.  The first half of the album has an Arabic concept feel and includes the European hit ‘The Ride To Agadir’.  The Arabic material later inspired the film producer Elmo Williams to commission Mike to write the score for ‘Caravans’ in 1978.  Mike’ second album ‘Tarot Suite’ includes his hit ‘Lady Of The Dawn’ and features guest vocalists Roger Chapman on the songs ‘Imbecile’ and ‘Run Like The Wind’ and Colin Blunstone on ‘Losing Your Way In The Rain.’
Inspired by his plans to make an around-the-world journey by sea, the album ‘Waves’ includes the ‘The Winds Of Change’. Also in this set is the album ‘Six Days In Berlin’, which was recorded at the Hansa Studio, looking onto the then-standing Berlin Wall. 
The album ‘Songs Of Love And War’ includes the tracks ‘Railway Hotel’, ‘Soldier’s Song’ and ‘The Caravan Song’.  Disc two in this set is the album ‘Arabesque’ which includes the original version of ‘The Closest Thing To Crazy’ which was later a hit for Katie Melua.

These reissues precede the release of ‘Voices In The Dark’ – the soundtrack to the ground-breaking audio-visual experience that opened at The Planetarium Hamburg in 2008 and is due to come to Britain this year. Also schedule for CD release in 2009 are Mike’s productions for screen and stage including ‘Zero Zero’, ‘Caravans’ and ‘The Hunting Of The Snark’.
www.mikebatt.com / http://twitter.com/Mike_Batt 
For further information please contact Sue Harris on 020 8960 7449 / info@republicmedia.net 
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