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1 Introduction (The Journey Of A Fool)

2 Imbecile

3 Plainsong

4 Lady Of The Dawn

5 The Valley Of Swords

6 Losing Your Way In The Rain

7 Tarota

8 The Night Of The Dead

9 The Dead Of The Night

10 Run Like The Wind 

Liner Notes by Mike Batt
By 1978 I was beginning work on my second solo album. The international success of “Schizophonia” had spurred me on, and I wanted to make a truly cohesive album that had a dramatic concept on which to hang the ideas. I had always been fascinated by the artwork and the tradition of Tarot cards.

I wasn't really that interested in the occult, - I suppose I was curious like anyone else, but I got to know the various Tarot packs and read a lot about them. I decided to write an album (“Tarot Suite”), which would once again combine my more experimental combination of rock and symphonic instruments and ideas with songs, some of which could be quite simple. The difference between this album and “Schizophonia” was that this concept was conceived before I began making the album. The other difference was that I brought in other singers to help with the vocals. The song “Imbecile” needed a really tough, harsh voice, nothing like mine. I recruited Roger Chapman, formally the manic front-man of Family, and he sang that song, as well as “Run Like The Wind” which finishes the album, but which was originally written for the film “Watership Down” and never used. Colin Blunstone sang “Losing Your Way In The Rain” beautifully. I sang the vocal on “Lady Of The Dawn” which became a big hit, particularly in Holland, Germany and South Africa. I'd been listening to a lot of Bartok and Stravinsky when I made this album.

This, combined with my love for the heavy guitar riffs of Hendrix and Zeppelin gave rise to a continuation of the styles I had first developed on an album called “The Big Revolt” (an album I had created and taken to the States but failed to get a record deal for, some years earlier), and also some developments of the ideas explored on “Schizophonia”. Thankfully, it emulated the success of the first album, and broadened out the sales base a bit. 
Looking back, I think it was the most cohesive of my solo albums. It was made at the time when people were just beginning to lock two 24-track machines together to create 48-track capability. I was, as usual, one of the first into the fray of the new technology, with all the teething problems you get for trying to be a pioneer. There were several systems for locking the massive two-inch tapes together, and it was by no means decided which would become the industry standard. The good money was on SMPTE code - (a wave form which is unique at any given point, so that another identical code could lock into it) so I chose that system. 
Unfortunately, only three studios in London had the SMPTE system, - Wessex (my long-time favourite studio in those days), Sarm East, and Trident, in Soho, the studio where the Beatles went after Abbey Road, and where “Hey Jude” had been recorded. Using 48 track meant twice as many reels of tape, and the non-availability of time at these cutting edge studios meant that I recorded the album at all three of them, driving round with dozens of these heavy tapes in my car, often in a different studio each day.

It was when I was in Sarm East studio recording Rory Gallagher doing a guitar solo for “Tarot Suite” that I received a phone call from a friend congratulating me on the sales figures of Art Garfunkel's “Bright Eyes”, - which was of course not connected to “Tarot Suite” but which I had written and recorded a couple of years previously. He told me the record had jumped into the number one slot and sold 60,000 records in one day. It was a huge moment for me. Rory and I went over to the pub and had several pints of Guinness to celebrate.
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