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The Mike Batt Music Cube
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To celebrate Mike Batt’s 40 years of activity as a successful singer, songwriter, arranger, conductor and producer Dramatico Entertainment is releasing a comprehensive collection of his work as an artist, in the form of "The Mike Batt Music Cube". The cube contains a total of 16 discs, presented as 8 double albums, and is intended as a collector's edition with contents ranging from the recently successful chart album ‘A Songwriter's Tale’ right back through the 6 solo albums he made for Sony between the 70s and 90s. 

A highlight of the collection is a new compilation, ‘The Orinoco Kid’, containing Batt's own selection of early singles and Wombles curios. Other rare items featured in ‘The Cube’ are ‘Rapid Eye Movements’, originally a double album made by Batt for Chrysalis in the early 80s under the pseudonym ‘Autopilot’. This adventurous electronic project disappeared off the radar fairly soon after its release but has been much requested by fans ever since. 

One of Batt's most popular albums over the years has been ‘Caravans’, - the soundtrack of which has been a hardy perennial seller since its release in 1978. For this edition, Batt has substituted the shorter Barbara Dickson track ‘Caravan Song’ for the longer single version which was never on the original album and added a new soundtrack item ‘Minuet at Nazrullah’s’, - which has never appeared on record, until now. 

Other highlights of this package include a coupling of the much-acclaimed ‘Zero Zero’ album with a DVD of the ambitious TV production which accompanied its release in 1982 when broadcast by the new Channel 4 in the first week of the broadcaster’s  existence. In a similar album/DVD combination, the original ‘The Hunting Of The Snark’ album (featuring Art Garfunkel, Roger Daltrey, George Harrison, Stephane Grappelli, Sir John Gielgud, John Hurt, Captain Sensible, Deniece Williams, Julian Lennon, and Sir Cliff Richard) is paired with the DVD of the costumed performance of ‘Snark’ at the Albert Hall, featuring  a similarly star-studded line up with the substitution of Justin Hayward for Art Garfunkel, Midge Ure for George Harrison, and Billy Connolly for Cliff Richard!  

An additional item within ‘The Mike Batt Music Cube’ is the first ever appearance on record of his ‘Watership Down Suite’, a symphonic composition based upon his score for the successful TV series.

Mike Batt said "After 40 years in the industry, this could either be seen as a service to fans or the biggest ego trip on Earth. In fact it is a combination of the two. There is some vanity in the release of any record by any artist at any level, but, as we all grow a little older it is sometimes nice to collect our work into an accessible archive, and this really is the purpose of the exercise. It's been a lot of fun putting it together. I have added new sleeve notes to accompany each album and I've been totally honest about how artistically successful or otherwise I consider each album or track to have been. I have even included ‘Summertime City’ which at the time of making I found completely cringe worthy, but which I now look back upon as a kitch signpost along the road of my career."

www.mikebatt.com
FORMAT: 14 CD / 2 DVD Limited edition box set

Schizophonia + Tarot Suite.
Waves + Six Days In Berlin.

Zero Zero + Zero Zero (DVD).
Songs Of Love & War + Arabesque.

The Hunting Of The Snark + Snark: The TV Concert (DVD).

Caravans + Watership Down Suite.

Dreamstone + Rapid Eye Movements.

A Songwriter’s Tale + The Orinoco Kid
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